
USA Grass and Legume Seed Data:  Oregon Production - 2007 to 2016 

 

Background: 

 

USA seed production continues to dominate world production, with the majority of this American production 

centered in Oregon.  Production continues to be active, with Oregon acres still hovering around the 

450,000 acre range.  On a worldwide scale, Oregon produces the most seed from one region, and has the 

most concentration of acres.  Major seed crops grown in the state includes:  perennial ryegrass, tall fescue 

(turf types), annual ryegrass, and fine fescues.  What happens in the grass and legume seed industry in 

Oregon has worldwide implications, therefore, the eyes of the grass and legume seed industry continues to 

focus on her production. 

 
 

2016 Oregon Production 

• Production Acres 

2016 saw total grass and legume seed production acres in Oregon total 451,000 acres, below the 10 year 

average of 466,000 acres.  Grass seed acres were at 405,000 acres, 21,000 acres below the 10 year 

average.  Compared to the previous year, grass seed acres fell by 5000, while legume seed acres rose by 

5000.  However, with legume seed acres increasing in 2016, total Oregon grass and legume seed acres 

remained stable (430 more acres in 2016) 

 

Grass seed production in Oregon is still dominated by the turf grasses, mainly Tall fescue (135,000 acres), 

annual ryegrass (115,000 acres) and perennial ryegrass (95,000 acres).  However, 2016 saw drops in by 



annual ryegrass acres (down 6000), and tall fescue acres (down 3000).  Perennial ryegrass seed acres 

were unchanged.  

 

Kentucky bluegrass seed production rose by over 14% from 2015, with 18,300 acres harvested in 2016.  

 

 2016 saw both alfalfa and red clover seed acres increase by 2000...  In fact, total legume seed acres are at 

its highest acreage in the past 10 years, with acres 6000 above the 10 year average.  Legume acres in 

Oregon are led by red clover (16,000) and white clover (12,600), while alfalfa acres increased by 60%, with 

almost 8,000 acres now in Oregon. 

 

Oregon’s legume seed acres increased by 5,000 in 2016 (total = 46,000), led by more acres of alfalfa 

(+3,000), red clover (+1,600) and white clover (+1,100) 

 

• Total Production 

After 2015’s downturn in production, 2016 saw grass seed yields rebound to average yields once again.  As 

a result, total grass seed production rose 6.8% to 631 million lbs.  But with grass seed acres still 20,000 

below the 10 yr. average; overall production is still 40 million below the 10 yr. average.  

 

 2016 production was led by the “big three”, namely annual ryegrass (217 million lbs.), tall fescue (207 

million lbs).) and perennial ryegrass (146 million lbs.).  Only two other crops totaled over 10 million lbs., 

those being Kentucky bluegrass (22 million) and orchardgrass (12 million).  Perennial ryegrass, annual 

ryegrass and tall fescue made up over 97% of Oregon’s total grass seed production in 2016.  With a 

coastal climate made for grass seed production, yields of these crops flourish in Oregon.  Supported by 

excellent grass seed production management practices, 10 year average yields for perennial ryegrass, 

annual ryegrass and tall fescue come in at 1,521 lbs./ac., 1922 lbs./ac., and 1,543 lbs./ac. respectively. 

 

Oregon’s fine fescues crops (red, hard, chewing’s) totaled 22 million lbs. in 2016. 

 

Legume seed production in Oregon is centered on red and white clover, which saw red clover at 14 million 

lbs. and white clover @ 6.7 million lbs.  Crimson clover, a widely grown clover in Oregon, saw its’ 

production come in at 6.5 million lbs., a million lbs. below its’ 10 yr. average.  Total legume seed production 

came in at 34.6 million lbs., a 22.5% increase from 2015 and 6.3 million lbs. above the 10 year avg. 

 

• Price Quotes (in US $) 

All the major grass seed  crops saw their price quotes at above 10 year average levels, although some 

species saw their prices fall from the previous year.   

 

Of the big 3, annual ryegrass saw prices increase 13.8% from the previous year to 33 ¢/lb (10 year avg. 

price = 28.1 ¢/lb), while tall fescue prices remained unchanged from the previous year at 74 ¢/lb (10 year 



avg. price = 62.4 ¢/lb).  However, perennial ryegrass prices fell 2.4%, with average prices for the 2016 crop 

coming in at 82 ¢/lb., (2015/16 average price at 84 ¢/lb. with 10 year average price @ 70.7 ¢/lb). 

 

Kentucky bluegrass quotes remained relatively unchanged from the previous year, with prices averaging 

$1.37/lb.  Hard fescue and orchardgrass saw the most price improvement from the 14/15 crop with price 

increases of 27% and 22% respectively. (2016 Hard fescue price at $1.40/lb., orchardgrass price at 

$2.12/lb.). 

 

Of interest to Canadian creeping red fescue growers, Oregon’s price quotes for red fescue averaged 

$1.01/lb.(average 10 Year price @.83¢/lb). Oregon’s’ 2016 crop was at 9.5 million lbs.  

 

Overall, with the exception of rough bluegrass, all Oregon grass species’ price quotes are above their 10 

year average. 

 

Summary: 

Oregon’s grass and legume seed industry 

contributes immensely to her economy, with the 

grass seed sector contributing over $ 43 billion into 

the Oregon’s farmer’s pockets, with legume seed 

production adding another $5 billion.  And, the 

importance of Oregon’s contribution to the world 

grass and legume seed sector cannot be stressed 

enough.  Not only is it the world’s leader in 

production, it also leads in research, technology and 

in setting the direction the marketplace takes, 

especially turf seed markets.   

 



The data presented in this article is collaboration between Oregon’s government personnel, industry reps and 

grower groups, under the direction of Nicole Anderson, Assistant Professor, Oregon State University.  This data 

is available at:  

http://cropandsoil.oregonstate.edu/content/oregon-grass-and-legume-seed-production 

 

 

• Oregon Grass and Legume Seed Production Charts 

 
 

 
 



• Oregon Average Prices (Grasses) 

 
 

• Oregon Average Prices (Legumes) 

 
 

 


